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SUB J : POLLUTION OF SAN PEDRO RIVER 

REF: MEXICO 05092 

1 . PROBLEM OF POLLUTION OF SAN PEDRO RIVER AROSE DURING A 

VISIT TO THE CANANEA MINING COMPANY BY UNDERSIGNED ON MARCH 17. 
COMPANY SECRETARY GENERAL ENGINEER RUBEN VELASCO MENTIONED 
CONCERN OF THE MEXICAN AUTHORITIES AND THE COMPANY OVER THIS 
PROBLEM, AND STATED THAT THE COPPER MINE WAS SEEKING TO ELI- 
MINATE SOURCES OF POLLUTION FROM ITS FACILITIES. 

2. ENGINEER VELASCO, DURING TOUR OF MINING, CONCENTRATOR, 

AND SMELTING OPERATIONS, DESCRIBED THE PHYSICAL LAYOUT OF 
THE CANANEA AREA. THE COPPER MINE IS SITUATED ASTRIDE A 
MOUNTAIN RIDGE WHICH FORMS THE DIVIDER BETWEEN THE UPPER 
WATERSHEDS OF THE SAN PEDRO RIVER TO THE NORTH AND THE SONORA 
RIVER TO THE SOUTH. ALTHOUGH SOME LONG PAID-OUT MINING 
OPERATIONS HAD DRAINED NORTH TO THE SAN PEDRO. CURRENT OPEN 
PIT MINING OPERATIONS DO SO SOUTH TO THE SONORA, AS DO THE 
MINE TAILINGS. THE SMELTER OPERATION IS ON THE NORTH SLOPE 

OF THE RIDGE. AND DRAINAGE FROM SLAG HEAPS WOULD FLOW INTO 
THE SAN PEDRO, WHILE THE CONCENTRATOR DRAINAGE FLOWS SOUTH. 
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3. THE CITY OF CANANEA, WITH APPROXIMATELY 24,000 POPULATION, 
LIES ASTRIDE THE SAME RIDGE EAST OF THE MINE AND BELOW IT. 
ACCORDING TO ENGINEER VELASCO, ONE-THIRD OF THE POPULATION 
LIVES ON THE NORTH SLOPE OF THE RIDGE AND TWO-THIRDS ON THE 
SOUTH SLOPE, WITH PROPORTIONAL AMOUNTS OF RAIN RUNOFF AND 
MUNICIPAL WASTE WATERS FLOWING NORTH INTO THE SAN PEDRO AND 
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SOUTH INTO THE SONORA. 

4. THE PROBLEM OF POLLUTION OF THE RIVERS WAS MINIMAL IN 

PAST YEARS BECAUSE OF LOW RAINFALL AND RUNOFF INTO THE RIVERS. 

HOWEVER, THIS PAST WINTER, PARTICULARLY IN FEBRUARY, RECORD 
RAINFALL WAS RECORDED, WITH THE FEBRUARY TOTAL OVER FOUR 
TIMES THE NORMAL AVERAGE. SIMILARILY, THE SNOWPACK IN THE 
SURROUNDING MOUNTAINS, PARTICULARLY ON THE NORTH FACING 
SLOPES WHICH NORMALLY DRAIN INTO THE SAN PEDRO BASIN, HAS 
BEEN MUCH HEAVIER THIS YEAR THAN PREVIOUSLY. ON DATE OF VISIT 
IN CLEAR WEATHER AND WITH THE NOON DAY TEMPERATURE AT SIX 
THOUSAND FEET ELEVATION AROUND EIGHTY DEGREES, ABUNDANT SNOW 
WAS VISIBLE IN THE SURROUNDING MOUNTAINS AT HIGHER ELEVA- 
TIONS. YET THE ARROYO BELOW CANANEA WHICH DRAINS THE SMELTER 
AREA AND NORTH SIDE OF THE CITY WAS NOT FLOWING, ALTHOUGH 
SMALL POOLS OF WATER WERE VISIBLE. 

5. ENGINEER VELASCO INDICATED THAT MINING COMPANY WILL 
INSTALL THE FACILITIES NEEDED TO CONVEY DRAINAGE FROM THE 
SMELTER OPERATION ACROSS THE RIDGE AND TO THE TAILINGS BASIN 
WHICH DRAINS INTO THE UPPER SONORA RIVER. 

SACKSTEDER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WATER POLLUTION, RIVERS, MINING INDUSTRY 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 apr 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PIERMOS00099 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 45-0631 

Format: TEL 

From: HERMOSILLO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978041 00/aaaadhek. tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 914cb2a5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MEXICO 5092 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2817823 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POLLUTION OF SAN PEDRO RIVER 
TAGS: SENV, EMIN. MX 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/914cb2a5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



